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Ethiopian Society of Animal Production  

ESAP 25th Anniversary event colorfully held at Andassa 
Livestock Research Center, Amhara Regional State.  

Dr Diriba Geleti became the 8th DDG to lead 
the Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research 
(EIAR). He was assigned to this position by the 
PM of the FDRE, in July 2017. 
Dr Diriba received his BSc degree from the 
then Alemaya University, now Haramaya Uni-
versity, in Animal Science in 1986 EC, and has 
been serving in research management, forage 

and nutrition research coordination and research activities for the last 23 years. He 
completed his MSc study in Forage and Nutrition Science at Haramaya University in 
1992 EC, and received his PhD degree in the same discipline from the Addis Ababa 
University in 2006 EC.   

(Cont..... On page 3) 

EIAR welcomes it’s new DDG  

————————————*************———————————— 
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Livestock keeping is critical assets to the 
poor farmers and pastoralists. Livestock 
development is contributing to multiple 
livelihood objectives. Livestock are a 
critical physical asset that can improve the 
stock or quality of each of the key house-
hold assets, reducing vulnerability, broad-
ening livelihood alternatives, and improv-
ing outcomes. Selected connections be-
tween livestock and the various types of 
capital are illustrated. The use of manure 
as a soil fertility amendment can increase 
natural capital. Livestock ownership can 
enhance social capital. A larger herd con-
stitutes an increase in physical capital, and 
better nutrition and health derived from 
livestock improve human capital. The 
mechanisms by which livestock influence 
livelihood assets are those cited above and 
are reasons for keeping livestock. 

The linkages between livestock and hu-
man health and nutrition in poor commu-
nities strengthen the aspects of the human 
capital component of the household’s as-
set base. The dynamic between livestock 
keeping and the physical well-being of the 
family is complex. Keeping livestock in-
fluences human nutritional and health 
status through numerous multiple-link 
causal chains. In one chain, owning ani-
mals increases the amount of Animal 
source foods available, which can increase 
ASF consumption, dietary intake, and nu-
tritional status. Other chains indicate that 
animals owned increase animal produc-
tion, animal and livestock product sales,  

 and household incomes. Income from 
the sale of livestock products can be used 
to purchase ASF or other foods, and al-
low more or better quality healthcare 
services or products to be healthcare ser-
vices or products to be purchased by the 
household. Animals owned are also hy-
pothesized to provide traction and nutri-
ent cycling services that increase food 
crop production possibly increasing crop 
sales, household income, and household 
food crop consumption. The hypothe-
sized causal chains discussed above im-
ply a positive effect of livestock owner-
ship on human health and nutritional 
status. Public health and nutrition studies 
showed that children who regularly eat 
eggs grow on average 5% taller than 
those who do not. Children who consume 
milk regularly show a 10% higher 
monthly height gain compared with chil-
dren without access. One third of chil-
dren in sub-Saharan Africa are stunted 
and 5% under five years old suffer from 
acute malnutrition. 

Therefore, we need to work to raise 
awareness of the importance of the live-
stock–human health–poverty interface. 
Our lack of knowledge implies the need 
for carefully designed, empirical re-
search, and enhance development of 
practical guidelines and best practices for 
livestock intervention. Therefore, it is 
high time for health nutrition profession-
als to work together with the Livestock 
development professionals. 

ESAP Editorial  
 

Livestock Development as Path to Human Nutrition Security and better 
health 

                    By : 
Dr. Daniel Temesgen 
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MEMBERS SERVING in AFRICA WIDE INITIATIVES 
Ayele Abebe member of ESAP and a researcher at Debre-Birhan Research 
Center (ARARI) and National Coordinator for sheep research program 
(EIAR), joins a law consultant Fethia Ahmed in serving in a newly created 
group “African Forum for Youth in Livestock and Fisheries Incubation of 
Value Chain Enterprise”. This initiative was born at the meeting in Senegal, 
Dakar, 5th-7th July 2017. The Vision is to be the leading forum for supporting 
investment and business start-ups in livestock and fisheries for the African 
Youth; and mis-
sion to support 
the youth to build 
viable enterprises 
in livestock and 
fisheries sector. 
The forum as per 
our communica-
tion with Fethia 

and Ayele, has set up action plan, which includes: map-
ping out youths and youth groups engaged in agribusiness 
in all regions of the country; formation for national/
country chapters of African Forum for Youth in Livestock 
and Fisheries Incubation of Value Chain Enterprise; map-
ping out national government programs, educational programs on agribusiness, network/association supporting youth 
and also mapping international organizations supporting youth in our country. There are ample opportunities for ESAP 
to support this initiative and also to remain a key player in the youth engagement in livestock and fisheries value chain. 
For further information on this please contact:  
Ayele Abebe at: yemichaeld@gmail.com or Fethia Ahmed:  fetudus@gmail.com 
 
Editor’s note: It is to be recalled that ESAP staged an international workshop at ILRI in collaboration with CTA, 
based in Netherlands.  This international workshop served as a platform to gain experiences of the current level of 
women engagement in livestock value chains and the prospects for a much more engagement. It drew on experiences 
from Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, and Sudan, as well as that of IGAD/ICPALD. 
-----------------------------------------***************************--------------------------------------- 

EIAR welcomes it’s new …. 
 
(Cont.. From page 1) 
 
Dr Diriba has made an unreserved effort to share his knowledge and experience with his counterparts, and has authored/
co-authored 4 books, 14 book chapters, 18 journal articles and 50 other articles, thereby contributing to scientific knowl-
edge in agriculture. 
 
Source: http://www.eiar.gov.et/index.php/eiar-welcomes-its-new-deputy-director-general 
 
-----------------------------------------***************************--------------------------------------- 
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Editorial: 
 
Manuals on small Ruminants in Amharic  
by Tadesse Assefa ESAP  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ato Tadesse Assefa  

A livestock Value Chain Advisor, Feed the Fu ture 
Ethiopia: Livelihoods f or Resilience Activity 

(GRAD II) 
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FACTS and FIGURES 
 
Global ranking of how well countries can feed their own people shows interesting results.  See the link below for more 
details: 
 
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2017-food-security/? 
According to the report “Ireland is the world’s most “food-secure” nation, improving its food affordability, availabil-
ity, quality and safety….’ 

 
The following figure shows the ranking of 20 countries: 

 

According to the report “Countries in sub-Saharan Africa clustered near the bottom of the rankings yet have opportu-
nities to develop more sustainable food systems as late adapters to technology”. 
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Livestock production, a much smaller 
challenge to global food security than often reported 
Source: https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-09/e-lpa091117.php#.Wbp8-XRb2Xg.linkedin 

 

A new study in Global Food Security found that livestock place less burden on the human food supply than previously 
reported. Even stronger, certain production systems contribute directly to global food security because they produce 
more highly valuable nutrients for humans, such as proteins, than they consume. 
Note: The article is "Livestock: On our plates or eating at our table? A new analysis of the feed/food debate," by Anne 
Mottet, Cees de Haan, Alessandra Falcucci, Giuseppe Tempio, Carolyn Opio, and Pierre Gerber,            

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gfs.2017.01.001). It appears in Global Food Security Volume 14C (September 2017) pub-
lished by Elsevier and is freely available. 

“In the fable of the chicken and the pig, the two animals discuss opening a res-
taurant together. As they plan their menu, the chicken suggests they serve ham 

and eggs. The pig swiftly objects saying, “No thanks. I’d be committed, but you 
would only be involved.” 
Source: Our Daily Bread, Dec 2 2017. 

HAMS and EGGS 
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ESAP members contributed to the recently published book on Ethiopian Road 
map for modernization of meat animal production. 

 
ESAP congratulates its members for such a notable achievement!!!!!! 

 
ESAP Team members:  
 
-Ato Seyoum Bediye  
-Dr Million Tadesse and  
-Dr Gebreyohannes Birhane 
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ESAP 25th Anniversary celebration at Andassa Livestock Research Center, 
Amhara Regional State.  


